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her go with her mistress, notwithstanding that she had
promised her mistress and assured her that she would not
forsake her for any need.
And the legate made arrangements for this creature
and made her his charge as if she had been his mother.
Then this creature went into a church and prayed Our
Lord that He would provide her with a leader.
And anon Our Lord spoke to her and said: —
'Thou shalt have right good help and a good leader/
Immediately afterwards there came to her an old man
with a white beard. He was from Devonshire, and said: —
'Damsel, will ye pray me for God's love, and for Our
Lady's, to go with you and be your guide, for your
countrymen have forsaken you?'
32a       She asked, what was his name?
He said: — 'My name is William Wever.'
She prayed him, by the reverence of God and of Our
Lady, that he would help her at her need, and she would
well reward him for his labour, and so they agreed.
Then went she to the legate and told him how well Our
Lord had ordained for her, and took her leave of him and
of her company who so unkindly had rejected her, and
also of her maiden who was bounden to have gone with
her. She took her leave with full heavy face and rueful,
having great grief in as much as she was in a strange
country, and knew not the language, or the man who
would lead her, either.
And so the man and she went forth in great dread
and gloom. As they went together, the man said to
her: —
'I am afraid thou wilt be taken from me, and I shall be
beaten for thee, and lose my jacket.'
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